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DOSCHSBTCR ASSOCIATION 



TRESPASSES IN GARDENS, FIELDS, &«. 

■ It SOnCHESIEB AND V 



At ameetingof a respectable number 
of the inhabitants of Dorchesier, coa- 
veaed for the purpose of orgaomag a 
Society, for the Protection of Fields, 
Gardens, and Orcbords in said town, 
alter having elected 

JosHTTA Gabdnch, Esq., PraidetO, 
Sahuel Downeb, Vice do 
Nath'l Clap, Treamrer and Se<^ry, 
William Wales, ^ 
Thomas Parker, f ,,. ^ 
Thca.M. Mostly,? ^™"»'' 
Rdpos Howe, J 



the following Preamble and Code of 
Regulations were unanimously ado[>ted, 
viz — 
We the Bgbstsribere, h«Tin| formpd Quir-o 
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selves into a Society for the Protection 
of Fields, Gardens, and Orchards in 
the town of Eforchester, do hereby 
promise lo each other mutual aid and 
facility towards delecting and bringing 
to punishment, all offenders against the 
laws made for the protection of this 
species of property, belon^og xo the 
subscribers j and in order more effectu- 
ally to give efficiency to the objects of 
this association, we aeree to adopt for 
oar govemmeot the following Regula- 
tions. — 

ART. I. 
The Society shall be denominated 
The Dobchesteb Pbkventite Soci- 
ETT for the Detection and Prosecution of 
TregpsssOTB OD Gardens, Fields, -and 
Orchards in the town of Dofchestcrciid 
its immediate viciraty. 

ART. II. 
The officers of the Society shall 
consist of a President, a Vice Preaid^it, 
Secretary and Treasurer, and a board 
of (bur Directors, to be chosen annu- 
ally, at their June meeting. 




The President, Vice President, Sec- 
retary and Treasurer, shall be Directors 
ex officio. 



There shall be a meeting of the 
Society on the second Wednesday 
of June and October ; and at such 
other times as ihe Board of Directors 
shall order. 

ART. V. 

It shall be the duty of the Presi- 
dent to preside at all meetings of tbe 
Society, or Directors ; and in his ab- 
sence, the duty shall devolve on the 
Vice President; and in his absence, the 
senior member of the Board of Direct- 
ors, who shall be President, pro tempore. 

ART. VI. 

It shall be the duty of the Secreta- 
ry to keep the Records of the Socie- 
^ and Board of Directors, and to 
notify all meetings of the Society and 
Board of Direptors, and ia general to 
perform all the duties of such an officer. 
He shall receive for his services such 
reasonable compensation as the Board of 
Directors shall order. 
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J^RT. VIZ. 

Tiie Treasorpr sb^H h^ve ihe cpw 

of the funds of the Society, and b^ ra- 
sponsible for their safe keeping. He 
shall invest them in some public institu- 
tion, or in good private sQDurity, if it shall 
bfl d^emqd ezpedimit by the Board of 
Pirectqrs, gp 9 majoHty oftbem, and 
i))ek§ ^ ^fppft Bt each of ibe atated 
meetings of the Society, of. bis ddlngB, 
and of the state pf (h@ funds. 

AllT. VMI, 

The Boqrd of Director* shpH institute I 
process for all violations of the laws ' 
m^de on tlie premises, that shall oomp lo ' 
iheir knowledge by ioformation of mem- 
bers of 'the Society j lliey shall have 
power to give suitable rewards for tlie 
detection of trespassers, and to employ 
Sticb agents as may lie deemed by ibem 
proper, for (his purpose. They may at 
rbefr discretion make public the names of 
all convicted offenders against the laws 
made for the protection of Gardens, &£c„ 
hv posting them at some pyb'lic place, or 
■places, in the toffn of Dorchester. 




AflT. IX. 

'Hie Dlrsctore sltall have ibe entire 
direcitnn of all espend'tlures, andtn gen- 
eral perform all such offices as sliaH best 
promote the object of ihe Society. 

ART. X, 

Ady parson may become a in«u)ber 
of the Society, upoii bsing approved by 
a majority of the Board of DirectQrSi 
by subscribing to these articles, and by 
paying to the Treasurer not less than 
one dollar. 

ART. XI. 

The Society shall have power to lay 
such assessments at their staled meeiiogs 
in June and October, as a majority may 
deleriuioe, not exceeding one doUar a 
year on each member. 



Any member may be discharged from 
this Society on application to the Treas- 
urer, after paying all his dues to the So- 
ciety, and relinquishing his right to any 
part of its funds. 



Any person not wishing to become a 
member of the Society, but is wii»ng vt 
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contrilmte 


to its funds, n 


ay be en 


titled 


to all its privileges, upon 


paying to the ] 


Treasurer 


a sum not 




fire 


dollars. 


















ART. XIV 






Amend 


menl3 to these 


Articles 


may 


be made at eitlier of the slated meet- 


ings, by a 


majority of all 


the members 


present. 



















to an Ad, »itvt(«d " Jin 
efftduaUy pmtnting of 



Jin Aift i 

Mt f6r tht 1 

tretpOMM in i 

BKCTion 1. Btit enactrd, bt/ tht Senate 
and Houte of Sepregtntativa, in Gtneral 
Ceuri attimbUd, and by tht authoriti/ qf tht 
tame, That, from and after tbe )iasmDg of 
thia acti if any person shall eaiei' upon any 
grass land, orchard, or garden, without per- 
mission of the owner thereof, with intent to 
cut, doitrof, take, ih' convey away, any 
grass, faay, rauiT, or vegetables, with tbe 
intent to injure or defraud such owner; 
each person so offisoding, shall pay, for 
every such ofienee, a sum not leas than two 
dollars, nor more than ten dollars, to the 
use of the Commonwealth, to be recovered 
on complaint before any Juutice of tbe 
Peace of the County in whk-h the offence 
shall be commiited ; and the person so of> 
fending shall also be liable in damages to 
the party injured. 

Sect. 2. Bf. itjuriker enaded, That, from 
and after tbe passing of this act, if any per- 
son, having entered upon any grasa land, 
orchard, or garden, shall take there&om. 
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without permiaeioD of the owner thereof, 
and with the intent to injure or defraud 
iuch owner, any graaa, hay, fruit, vegetable, 
or ehrub, cultivated thereon for ornament 
or use ; such person bo ofiending, shall for- 
feit and jiay tor ench offence, to the use of 
the Commonwealth, a sum not less than 
five, nor more than fifly dollarni, to be re- 
covered by iodictment, or information, be- 
fore the Circuit Court of Coinmon Pleas, 
in the county where Huch offence shall be 
COlnmitted ; or the Munici|>al Court of the 
town of Boston, if aucb ofience be com- 
mitted in the county of Suflblb ; and the 
person so ofibnding shall be also liable to 
the party injured, iu a num equal to three 
times the valne of such grass, hay, fruit, 
regetable, or shrub, to be recovered by ac- 
tion of the case in any Court of competent 
Jurisdiction. 

SscT. 3. Bt itjurther tnaekd, That, any 
person who, baring entered upon any grass 
land, field, or orchard, shall, withoat per 
nnssion of the owner thereof, and with the 
intent to injure him, break, bruise, cut, mu- 
tilate, iujure, or destroy, any fruit tree, tree 
fiir ornament or shade, or shrub, cultivated 
thereon for ornament or use, and which 
shall be standing or growing thereon, such 
person ao ofiendjng, shall ferfeit and pay to 
the use of the Commonwealth, a sum not 
less than ten dollars, nor more than one 
hundred dollars, to be recorered tiy indict- 
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ment or information, i 

Tided in the BecmiJ section of tliis j 

Sect. 4, Bt it fuHhtr enacttd. That, if 
any person shall coiiiniit ary of the Ires- 
passes mentioaed in tills act, on the iMrd'a 
Day, or in the night time, that is lo say, be- 
fween sun-setting and eun-rising, he shall 
be Uable to douhle the penalties and forfeit- 
ures, the same to he prosecuted for and re- 
covered, in manner as before provided ; 
and all prOBecutioiis for breaches of this act, 
Bfaall be commenced within one year from 
the time the offences shall be committed, or 
the penalties and forfeiturea shall have ac- 
crued, and not nfterwar Is, 

.Sppntved by the Govtmor, June 12, 1828. 
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